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Argyll and Bute Council 

Education Service 
 

The aims of Argyll and Bute Council Education Service are: 
 
� To strive continuously to improve the quality of education for all in Argyll and Bute. 
� To become a learning organisation that is outward looking and values creativity 
and shared reflection. 
� To promote actively partnership working and equal ity of opportunity. 
� To ensure that resources are managed effectively and that best value is secured. 
� To equip our children and young people with the skills and knowledge they require 
in order to become:  
 

Successful Learners with: 
 
� Enthusiasm and motivation for learning. 
� Determination to reach high standards of achievement. 
� Openness to new thinking and ideas.  
 

Confident Individuals with: 
 
� Self respect. 
� A sense of physical, mental and emotional wellbeing. 
� Secure values and beliefs. 
� Ambitions.  
 

Responsible Citizens with: 
 
� Respect for others. 
� Commitment to participate responsibly in politica l, economic, social and cultural 
life.  
 

Effective Contributors with: 
 
� An enterprising attitude. 
� Resilience. 
� Self reliance. 
� The ability to meet the demands of our changing world. 
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Inveraray Primary School Pre 5 Unit 

Inveraray 
Argyll 

PA32 8YH 
01499 302218 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Parent, 
 
Welcome to Inveraray Primary School Pre 5 Unit. If this is your first experience of 
Pre 5 education we hope that this booklet will be a useful guide to what takes place 
in our nursery and how the scheme works. 
 
I hope that it will answer most of your questions. However, if you have any problems 
please do not hesitate to contact me at the school or by the above telephone 
number. 
 
The Pre-5 workers and I look forward to a happy association with you and your child. 
 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Miss Lynn Kidd 
Head Teacher. 
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STAFF INFORMATION 
 
 
Head Teacher    Lynn Kidd 
 
 
Childcare and Education Workers Margaret Renton 
      Moira MacLaren (Gaelic) 
      
 
Clerical Assistants    Sandra Orr 
      Jacqui Patrick 
 
 
 
PRE 5 UNIT INFORMATION 
 
 
Pre 5 Unit Roll   Agreed Capacity 24 
 
 
Pre 5 Unit Hours   Session 2010/2011  
 
3& 4 year old    Mon to Friday 9.30am � 12 noon 
      
 
Stages covered   Children in their pre-school year and 3 year  
     olds. 
 
In session 2010/2011 there will be 5 sessions offered to 3 & 4 year olds. These 
sessions will be mixed sessions. Mrs MacLaren includes appropriate Gaelic 
language activities into each session. 
 
The Pre 5 Unit (nursery) is very much part of the school and should be considered 
as another class. There are excellent opportunities for the pupils in nursery and P1 
to play and learn together. 
 
THE SCHOOL YEAR 
 
The session normally begins in mid August and continues until late June of the 
following year with holiday breaks in October, at Christmas, in February and at 
Easter.  
 
Details are given in the appendices. Please note that staff development days, whilst 
holidays for pupils, are further training for teachers. 
 
ENROLMENT 
You are welcome to visit the unit at any time with your child. However, it would be 
helpful if you could telephone the office first to ensure that it is convenient for all 
concerned. 
 
Enrolment dates are set by Argyll & Bute Council and notification of exact time given 
prior to the dates. 
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ADMISSIONS POLICY 
 
 
Band 1       Referral of a child �at risk� - automatic admission . 
 
 
 
Band 2   (i) Referrals from social work department and social 
         work agencies, children at risk from family breakdown 
         where admission would prevent reception into care. 
 
 
    (ii) Referrals from council psychological service and  
         pre-school assessment team. 
 
 
    (iii) GP/Health Visitor referrals. 
 
 
 
Band 3   (i) Family stress e.g. care of elderly dependants, medical  
         or physical disability in family, three or more children  
         under five, children from one adult household. 
 
 
    (ii) Children who are at an educational disadvantage 
         because their use of the English Language is minimal 
         or non-existent. 
 
 
 
Band 4        All children who are due to start school with the next 
         intake who live in the defined area. 
 
 
 
Note : Within each category there is no specific order for the priorities. 
           Each admission is judged on its own merit. 
 
 
 
If anyone feels they have been unfairly treated, they have the right to appeal through 
the Head of Support Services who can be contacted via the Education Offices, Argyll 
House, Alexandra Parade, Dunoon. Tel: 01369 704000. 
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CURRICULAR INFORMATION 
 
The Pre 5 Unit is a non-denominational, co-educational and multi-cultural establishment. 
 
 
EDUCATIONAL AIMS 
 
School and Pre 5 Unit Aims 
The specific aims of Inveraray Primary School and Pre 5 Unit seek to improve the 
quality of education provided for our pupils, and reinforce the values of the school, 
by addressing each of the nine key areas defined in �How Good is our School?� � 
SOEID, HMI 2007 and �The Child at the Centre� - SOE ID, HMI 2007. 
 
Aims were reviewed and the result is one overall aim, which is derived from our 
educational beliefs. 
 
The aim of Inveraray Primary School and Pre 5 Unit is: 
 

At Inveraray we aim to prepare our young people for tomorrow�s challenges. 

 
In order to equip our pupils with the skills, attitudes and expectations to become 
confident individuals, successful learners, effective contributors and responsible 
citizens the following beliefs are principal to Inveraray Primary. 
 
1. Education should be available and meaningful for all and encompass current 

research. 
 
2. Our learning environment should stimulate, challenge, support and provide an 

opportunity to develop skills. The outdoor environment should provide us with a 
rich and complimentary teaching and learning resource. 

 
3. Our holistic approach to learning will meet the social and academic needs of all 

our pupils, staff, parents and wider community. 
 
4. Learning is messy and does not necessarily follow a planner. Our planning 

should be flexible enough and creative to capitalise on available learning 
opportunities. 

 
5. Our assessments will be meaningful and integral to teaching and are essential 

for real progress and achievement. 
 
6. We take positive steps to promote effective partnerships with the whole school 

and wider communities. 
 
7. We believe that every creative lesson we share grows our creativity. 
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A CURRICULUM FOR EXCELLENCE  
 

The curriculum is ‘the totality of all that is planned for children and young people 
throughout their education.’ It covers both academic and aesthetic disciplines. The 
eight areas covered are: 
 
Expressive Arts 
Languages and Literacy 
Health and Wellbeing 
Mathematics and Numeracy 
Religious and Moral Education 
Sciences 
Social Studies 
Technologies 

. 
All of these disciplines are encompassed in Curriculum for Excellence through the 
building of the 4 capacities of Successful Learners, Effective Contributors, Confident 
Individuals and Responsible Citizens. 
 
Children attending nursery and those in Primary one are generally working with the 
Early Level outcomes and experiences and developing their knowledge and skills 
through structured play activities. 
 
HOW WE PROMOTE LEARNING 
 
Active Learning 
In Scotland, as in many countries throughout the world, active learning is seen as an 
appropriate way for children to develop vital skills and knowledge and a positive 
attitude to learning. Active learning is learning which engages and challenges 
children’s thinking using real-life and imaginary situations. It takes full advantage of 
the opportunities for learning presented by: 
 

�  spontaneous play 
�  planned, purposeful play 
�  investigating and exploring 
�  events and life experiences 
�  focused learning and teaching 

 
supported where necessary through sensitive intervention to support or extend 
learning. All areas of the curriculum can be enriched and developed through play. 
 
We therefore provide a wide variety of play materials and activities, geared to the 
children’s needs, because we recognise the powerful contribution that play makes to 
young children’s development and learning. 
 
We aim to build on every child’s prior learning and consider ourselves partners with 
parents in extending skills, developing attitudes and experiencing new learning 
opportunities as well as reinforcing those that have already been learned. Real 
learning happens everywhere, not just in the classroom. 
 
 
 
 
 
 


